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CAAs for ELA and Mathematics: 
CAAs for ELA and mathematics use a multi-staged test design that assigns item sets of 
varying complexity, based on how well students perform on the initial set of items. Some 
students may see fewer items than others, depending on how students perform on the items 
they receive. The goal of the CAA design is to provide students the best opportunity to 
demonstrate what they know and can do while minimizing exposure to items with an 
inappropriate level of complexity. 
Figure 1 shows how CAA items are routed. Note that some students will automatically end 
testing after Stage 1. However, most students will complete Stage 1 and proceed to one of 
three Stage 2 sections. 

 
Figure 1.  CAAs for ELA and mathematics routing 

Pause Rules 
During the CAT portion of the Smarter Balanced and during the CAST assessment: 
• If a test is paused for more than 20 minutes, the student: 
− Is required to log back on to the student interface;  
− Is presented with the page containing the item(s) he or she was working on when the 

assessment was paused (if the page contains at least one item to which there is not a 
complete response) OR with the next page (if all items on the previous page were 
answered); and 

− May NOT be permitted to review or change any previously answered items, even if they 
are marked for review (with the exception of items on a page that contains at least one 
item to which there is not a complete response) (refer to Appendix E, scenario 2, item c 
for additional information). 
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• Any highlighted text will be saved when a test is paused regardless of how long the test is 
paused. Notes entered on the digital notepad will not be saved. 

• In the event of a technical issue (e.g., power outage or network failure), students will be 
logged off and the test will automatically be paused. The students will need to log on 
again upon resuming the test. Highlighted text will be available when the student has 
logged back on and resumed testing; notes entered on the digital notepad—the tool used 
to make notes about an item—will no longer be available. 
See Appendix E: CAT Pause Rules Scenarios to review the rules that govern pausing 
during the test. 

During the PT portion of the Smarter Balanced assessments: 
• There are no pause restrictions. If a PT is paused for 20 minutes or more, the student 

can return to the section and continue entering his or her responses. 
• For the mathematics PT, any highlighted text and notes on the digital notepad will not be 

saved when a test is paused regardless of how long the assessment is paused. 
• For the ELA PT, the Global Notes are retained for both parts 1 and 2.  
• Any highlighted text and notes within the Global Notes will be saved when a test is 

paused regardless of how long the assessment is paused. 
• In the event of a technical issue (e.g., power outage or network failure), students will be 

logged off and the test will automatically be paused. The students will need to log on 
again upon resuming the test. Both highlighted text and comments entered on the Global 
Notes—the tool used during ELA PTs in which students complete a full write, as well as 
for any other test items within the PT—will be available when the student has logged back 
on and resumed testing; notes entered on the digital notepad will no longer be available. If 
necessary, an appeal to re-open the test segment the students were working on may be 
submitted. 

Please note that there are recommendations for breaks in Table 8.  Assessment Sequence—
ELA and Table 9.  Assessment Sequence—Mathematics. Because the CAST is a single test 
that is estimated to take two hours, there are no break recommendations. 
For the CAAs for ELA and mathematics, the pause rules that follow apply regardless of 
whether the student or the test examiner pauses the test or there was a technical issue (e.g., 
power outage or network failure) that resulted in the student being logged off. Note that 
because the CAA for Science is administered as an embedded performance task and not 
online, a pause is initiated by the test examiner, who halts administration. 
• The CAAs for ELA and mathematics can be paused and resumed as many times as 

necessary to allow the student to show what he or she knows. The student also may 
choose to pause and resume over the course of a day or days throughout the testing 
window. 

• The test examiner can make the decision to pause and resume the test administration if 
the student is no longer engaged, is not actively participating, or is showing signs of 
behavioral or functional concerns related to the test. 
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• When a test is paused, the student must log back on to resume testing. Upon resumption, 
the student is automatically directed to the first page that has an unanswered item. 
Previously answered items can be revisited within the current test segment, but not in 
prior segments. 

Stopping a Test 
Only the CAAs for ELA and/or mathematics may be stopped before the test is 
complete.  
Students typically take approximately 95 cumulative minutes or less to successfully complete 
a single content area of a CAA. Test examiners may end a test if the student’s productivity 
and engagement have significantly declined, even after allowing the student breaks over 
multiple days.  
In all cases, students should be given as many breaks as needed to perform well, including 
testing over multiple days.  
If the test examiner determines it is in the best interest of the student to end the test early, the 
test examiner will need to advance through the remaining test items until he or she reaches 
the end and then submits the test. 

Test Timeout (Due to Inactivity) 
As a security measure, students, test administrators, and test examiners are automatically 
logged off the test after 30 minutes of inactivity. For students, activity is defined as selecting 
an answer or navigation option in the assessment (e.g., selecting [Next] or [Back] or using 
the Past/Marked Questions drop-down list to navigate to another item). Moving the mouse 
or selecting an empty space on the screen is not considered activity. This timeout also results 
in the test being paused automatically.  
For test administrators and test examiners, activity means that a student or students are 
registering test activity. As long as students are testing, the test administrator or test 
examiner will not be logged off. 
Before the system logs the student off the assessment, a warning message will be 
displayed on the screen (Figure 2). If the student does not select [Ok] within 30 
seconds after this message appears, he or she will be logged off. Selecting [Ok] will 
restart the 30 minute inactivity timer. 

 
Figure 2.  Test timeout warning message 
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Caution: As a security measure, test administrators and test examiners are 
automatically logged off the Test Administrator Interface after 30 minutes of 
user inactivity in the session, regardless of whether or not the test 
administrator is actively monitoring the test session away from his or her 
device. The inactivity will result in the closing of the test session. 

Test Expiration Rules 
Opportunities refer to the number of times a student can take a test within a range of dates. A 
student’s test opportunity remains active until the student submits the test or until the 
opportunity expires. Once a test opportunity expires, the student cannot complete or review 
the test. Students have one opportunity per CAASPP online assessment. Only interim 
assessments offer students multiple opportunities. 

Smarter Balanced Computer Adaptive Test (CAT)  
A student’s CAT remains active until the student completes and submits the test or 45 
calendar days after the student has begun the test (but before the end of the selected 
testing window), whichever occurs sooner. However, it is recommended that students 
complete the CAT items portion of the test within five days of starting the designated content 
area.  

CAST and CAAs for ELA and Mathematics  
The CAST assessment and the CAAs for ELA and mathematics remain active until the 
student completes and submits the test or 45 calendar days after the student has begun the 
test (but before the end of the selected testing window), whichever occurs sooner. However, 
it is recommended that that students complete these assessments within five days of starting 
the designated content area.  

Smarter Balanced Performance Task (PT) 
The PT is a separate test that remains active for no more than 10 calendar days after the 
student has begun the PT (with the approval of the CDE). However, Smarter Balanced 
recommends that students complete the PT within three days of starting in each content 
area. A summary of recommendations for the number of sessions and session durations is 
provided in the subsection Testing Time and Recommended Order of Administration. 

 

If a student starts the test near the end of the selected testing window, the 
student must finish before the test administration window officially closes. The 
assessment will automatically end on the last day of the selected testing window 
or on the last day of instruction, even if the student has not finished. 




